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Environment as Asset - managing our natural
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Waterways;

What does Environment as Asset mean

« The internal name for our drive to record, protect and enhance the important environments on our
that many people appreciate and impacts how our waterways are used;

Based on the models our Engineers use to assess our build assets;
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« Comes from the principle that, along with bridges/locks/weirs, our waterway’'s environment is also an asset,

In line with various scientific and political thinking such as Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services;
developing an action plan for improvement.

Put simply, the Environment as Asset project is a way of assessing the condition of these key habitats and



Where has this come from?

* One of the main reasons people come to visit our canals
is for the quiet, green and relaxing environment

This nice ‘environment’ is based on lots of wildlife and
people being able to connect with nature

We have 2,000 miles of waterways, but don’t have a
and neighbours
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complete picture of their value for the environment, and

the benefits the environment provide to our customers




Where has this come from?

this;

 We want to improve the quality of our

we havel
River Trust

habitats and have made commitments to do

» First step it to know what quality of habitats
* Environment as Asset survey will gives us
basic information on key habitats to help us
record which stretches of habitat are good
and which could be improved;
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Where has this come from?

Multiple habitats within a very small area, woodland and scrub; open and flowing

water; marginal fringes; grassland and hedgerows all within the space of a few

don’t need to be able to identify species but there is space to include this information if you would like to.
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Figure 1: A typical cross-section of a canal. The key habitats are; (A) boundary features, (B) grassland, (C) reed fringe, (D) trees, and (E) open water. You



Why is it important?

* We have a 2,000 mile network that crosses the country;

* Green corridors through urban areas into rural ones, so people and wildlife can move around
easily;

* Our network runs through some very deprived areas where access to green spaces are limited,
we can proved the welfare benefits green space bring
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Why is it important?

« The ‘greenesss’ of our waterways and the ability for people to get away from the urban
environment is always a top reason people visit our waterways;

The calm water and singing birds help us to disconnect from our busy lives and create a
breathing space where we can take the time to focus on our wellbeing

* Understand what benefits and intrinsic value the environmental assets of our waterway
network can provide. Better wellbeing for our visitors and neighbours!

* The benefits of our waterways have been found to range between £109k per kilometre

per year to over £/30k per kilometre per year for the key benefit categories;
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Background to the survey

* Pilot on Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal:
« Welsh Government funded the

development of the application of this
approach to the environmental

management on our inland waterways;
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* Consultants developed a methodology
and undertook the surveys;



Background to the survey
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Background to the survey

* National working group internally;

* Developed consultants survey;

* Pilots nationally — 45km surveyed;

* More development of questions and survey;

plus guidance!
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* Designing it to be done by volunteers who know little about the environment =,
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How the survey works
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How the survey works
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How the survey works

* The answers to the questions go into an excel
spreadsheet;

* This then assesses the answers and gives a
‘grade’;

« Each habitat is graded A-E;
« The answers give us an idea of the ‘problem’ for
each habitat, so a fix];

We will develop an action plan for sections.
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Summary

We want to understand the value of our
customers;

environment more as it is important for our

nature and the benefits

We want to make our waterways better for

Easy survey done quickly with the maximum
information we can get

Done by volunteers and staff

environment
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Role of Surveyor

Lead to a 10% (at least) improvement in our

Vv General Site Description
Locatc

F Sur

S1°38'N 2°24'W
+ 1414 m

et t
" 5 3 “ﬂ

© Esn contributors

Photo

Jirection of travel

Q2

Photey noking backward

23CEWaras




